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I'm researching the OTA DVR options, and reading many of the posts here, of course. For ATM budget reasons, I'm looking at the DVR of the Mediaoniche townhouses. I know it's quite simple, but all right. I see that the 150 and 180 (latest version) have some physical differences: different port layout, component vs. output composed in addition to the
HDMI, USB on the front vs. back, etc.180 mentions Dolby. 150 mentions the car on/off and the car tuning. Anyone who is familiar enough with both units to know what the practical differences are beyond this? Is the basic function more or less the same? Any reason to pick on each other? For all youl94; 160? cord-cutter out there, very few options
are available to record Over-the-Air (OTA) transmissions. However, with a little digging and some know-how you do by yourself, you can get your OTA programs (most of which are now broadcast in HD) recorded to look at your convenience rather than when they are on the air. Currently, most DVRs (i.e. digital video recorders) are of two types: a
traditional cable company safety deposit box (which it does not own) or a third party device (194; 160; like a TiVo (which requires a monthly subscription and an Internet connection) Both defeat the entire purpose of cutting the cord. However, there is a third option called PVR or personal Video Recorder which is a194; 160; glorified digital OTA Tuner



with a USB port for an external USB hard drive and a very basic operating system like VCR. Currently two companies produce these:194; 160; Channel Maste r and Medianic. This article will look at the mediasonic HomeWorx HW-150PVR ATSC Digital Converter Box as the preferred OTA registration solution. Steps to take to install your HomeWorx
PVR 1. Run the HW-150PVR ATSC Digital Converter Box 2. Connect your TV to the external cable Coaxial to the support of the coaxial antenna on the back of the PVR 3. Connect an HDMI cable from the HDMI port out to the PVR to the HDMI input on the HD TV 4. Insert the AC power cable AC The PVR in a wall socket (or better still, an overload
protector) 5. Turn on the HD TV and set the video entry on any HDMI input the PVR is on (mine is on HDMI 2). Six. Turn on the PVR and select "Select Language" is "Select Country" and then "Search Channel" is "Automatic Channel Scanning will begin". Next you need an external USB hard drive. The USB port facing the PVR has a USB 2.0 rating,
but it is possible to use a current USB 3.0 hard drive powered on. Do not use a unit with greater capacity than 1 terabyte. Although the documentation says it can go higher, I find that a 1TB is more reliable with this device and less expensive. Any brand of Toshiba in Western Digital will. Note: Do not use a USB flash drive! He'll only work for a short
period of time and then he'll give up on you completely! The unit should be formatted for Windows NTFS. This will give you the best storage space for recording and playing HD transmissions. You can use any Windows PC for formatting or PVR itself through its menu options. (Refer to the manual included with the device.) From here you will be able
to program your PVR just like an old school VCR in the'80s. The interface is very bare-bone, but it does the work. Follow these simple steps to set the PVR 1 timer. Press the timer key on the remote. 2. Press the key "A-1" on the remote. 3. Use arrow keys to scroll down to the channel, date, time and frequency options. 4. Press the "OK" key "when 5
has been executed. Press the "Exit" button to exit the menu system How to record one show while watching another is performed using a signal splitter. 1. Connect the OTA antenna coaxial cable to a signal amplifier (easily in any consumer electronics store) 2. Connect the output cable from the signal amplifier to an A/B signal splitter 3. Connect a
coaxial cable from a port on the Splitter to your coaxial antenna input on your HD TV 4. Connect the other coaxial cable from port B to yours Cable antenna access on the PVR All you have to do after is follow the steps for recording above. Finally, when your spouse wants to watch The Bachelor and you want to watch Supergirl, and they're both on the
air at the same time, the latter will record while you watch her show. And everybody's happy! Is this article useful? If you have an old tube television or flat screen that does not have a digital TV tuner, then the only way to look at free channels on that TV is to get a digital converter, or box tuner, as is sometimes called. Insert the TV antenna in the
box, then connect the box to the TV. Convert the signal into an analog signal that your old TV can use, or into a digital HDMI signal that you can connect to a more modern HDTV. Many of these boxes today have a USB port where you can connect a USB drive or a USB drive. It is therefore possible to record broadcast television programmes for
subsequent viewing. My Recommended Box Converter: The Mediasonic HOMEWORX HW130STB Today on the market there are many converters with almost the same characteristics. Just $30, the Mediasonic HOMEWORX HW130STB is one of the most economical units out there, but it has more or less the same features as the most expensive
boxes. Channel Search and Configuration I found the Mediasonic HOMEWORX box setup very simple. I never read the manual. I connected an antenna, connected the power supply, then connected to my Sony flat screen television using an HDMI cable. Note that if you're using it with an old tube TV, you should use the analog cables included. Back
panel After turning on the TV and selecting the appropriate HDMI input, I got the setup screen that invites me to do a channel search: Mediasonic converter setup box screen I started searching for channels by pressing the big OK button on the remote control and it took only a few minutes to run a full scan of the channels: Channels found on the
HOMEWORX converter box After that, I could start watching the live TV broadcast. Cute Cute Tuner Quality The unit has found 140 channels in its scan. By comparison, my excellent Sony HDTV found 154 channels. So, the tuner is not as good as my Sony, but most of the channels she didn't find were the ones I wouldn't anyway watch, i.e., foreign
language, etc. She found all the main networks and main local channels in my area (Los Angeles). So the quality of the tunic was more than enough for me. Pictures Quality and Channel Surfing surprised me that such an economical unit can have such a good quality of the picture. It was virtually indistinguishable from the quality of my Sony TV! The
HD channels looked crispy and colorful. The unit was also quite fast when changing channels. The time to change the channel was almost the same as my Sony. The weak connection: the remote control The only annoying thing I noticed is that you have to point the remote right at the unit is. If you're out for a while, it won't register. It's not the end of
the world, but it would take some getting used to. The remote If you read reviews for other low-cost converter boxes, the remote seems to be the weak link in most of them. Other units have problems with buttons that activate adjacent buttons, economic sensation, or like this, the need to aim accurately. If (or when) your remote breaks or get lost, the
good news is that the remote control for this model is available separately on Amazon for only ten dollars. If you have the HW-150PVR, this is the remote control on Amazon. Medianic also told me that their unit is working with the remote Harmony Logistics control (now interrupted, but you can find it on Amazon). Setting up a USB or Stick key There
is a USB port right on the front of the box where you can insert a USB key or flash drive. I picked the last one since I had some around. I connected it and Recognized immediately, but at first I couldn't make it work. I entered the menu. I realized that before I had to initialize it. After I did it, it worked. Worked. Formatting a USB stick even if you are
not going to use your converter box as a DVR, it might be nice to insert a USB stick anyway so you can pause the live TV. After formatting the drive, I tried to look backwards watching live TV, but he wouldn’t let me. I had to stop first to enter the registration mode, then resume the game. Then, it would allow me to rewind to the point where I pressed
the pause button, or forward to the present moment. Not the end of the world. You can also press the record button to start a record you want to save. Super easy! If you go to the menu system, you can find a page with your recordings. They are stored with somewhat cryptic filenames, but at least they contain call letters from the station. It took me a
while to figure out how to play my recording. The key is to look at the tips at the bottom of the screen telling you which buttons to use on this page. I was able to select my recording and play it using this “legend.” File Format The unit stores your recordings in file.mts format. You don’t see much of this format on computers, but it is used to store HD
video on AVCHD and Blu-ray discs. Despite this, I managed to connect the USB stick to my Windows PC and play the recordings of .mts files using Windows Media Player! Beautiful! If you google around, you will find plenty of software that can convert this format to more common computer formats like MOV, MP4, AVI, MPG, etc. Scheduled
Recordings (DVR Functionaly) The fact that it’s box can do any kind of recording at all is pretty amazing at this price point. There is also the ability to do scheduled recording. You have set up these recordings on this page: How to set up scheduled recordings This reminds a lot like Set the recordings on old school video recorders. But to my surprise,
in reality there is also a channel guide available if you press the EPG button! Press "OK" to record any show. The program guide granted, the channel channel channel guides are not so flashy some of the more expensive DVRs out there like the Tablo, Channel Master Stream+, or the Ricast of the Amazon Fire TV. These recordings are much easier to
configure, or even record entire seasons (however, they require internet access to view the guide). The Homeworx unit shows only one channel at a time. And note, you can’t record one show watching another since the unit has only one tuner. But, as I said, at this low price, this box is only worth it for the functionality of the converter. I see the DVR
as a bonus you may or may not use. Signal Strength Meter One thing this box does is that my Sony TV does not provide a strength meter signal. Manual channel search page showing the signal resistance meter (“Quality”) This can be very useful if you are trying to perfect the positioning of the antenna. Summary This is an incredibly inexpensive box
that allows you to use a broadcast TV antenna with your old TV with a basic but functional DVR as a bonus! My only problem is that the remote is pretty cheap, and you have to aim the remote right at the unit to trigger it. It was annoying, but not an exhibitionist to me. The quality of the picture and the functionality of this is excellent. If you need to
find a converter box for your TV tube or old flat screen, check this out! You can find it on Amazon: I hope this review helped you. Let me know what you think of the Mediosonic HONWORX HW130STB in the comments below, or send me a question! If you want a DVR that is easier to use, with more features, check out the Table! Brian Disclosure:
Some of the links on this page are affiliate links. This means that if you click the link and purchase the item, you will receive an affiliate commission at no additional cost to you. Check or search every product or service to validate. This site is not the property of any retailer or producer. I own this site and the opinions expressed here are mine. As an
associate Amazon, I gain from qualified purchases. shopping. shopping.
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